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Discuss the rules and regulations of the FTC funeral rule
[bookmark: _GoBack]The funeral rule is enforced by the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) in the USA. The FTC makes it possible for one to choose the goods and services which are needed and to pay for the selected arrangements in the event of death or in advance. The rulesgive an individual an opportunity to compare prices of the different funeral homes and choose the services of interest. However, the rule does not apply to the third party dealers such as the cemeteries, or the monument dealers. The following are different rules and regulations under FTC;
· Get price information on mobile
The funeral directors must give the interested party right information on the pricing. The individual can be emailed or telephoned to get the details even without them disclosing details such as names etc.
· Buy only from the funeral home of interest
The individual has the right to buy from their funeral home of choice.
· Get a written and itemized pricing list of any visited funeral home
The funeral home must provide the General Price List (GPL).
· See the written casket price before getting the actual caskets
The casket price ought to be in the GPL or if necessary provided in a separate casket price
· See a written outer burial container price list
In the state law, outer burial containers are not needed but they are important to prevent the grave from caving in. if the funeral home does not list the price of the container in the GPL, one has the right to see a price list before seeing the containers.
· Get a written statement after deciding what one wants and before paying
The pricing must match each item being bought. 
· Get a written explanation statement of any legal cemetery and requirements from the funeral home
This requires one to buy funeral goods or services 
· Use an “alternative container” instead of the casket for cremation 
No state law needs one to use a casket for cremation.
· Give the funeral home a casket or urn bought from elsewhere e.g. online
The funeral home/provider cannot refuse to handle or charge for a casket provided to them
· Make funeral arrangements without embalming 
No state law which needs routine embalming for every death.









References 
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0300-ftc-funeral-rule
